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RandMc.Nally College Publishing Co. 1978) p. 93.
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24 10

“Unescoas Censor

The undemocratic governments that pine for order
in what their people read, hear and think have won yet
another “compromise” to advance the cause of censor-
ship. S0 it needs to be said again, and less temperately
than before, that no American negotfator speaks n
these matters for the frée préss of the United States.
Let there be no doubt in the Undted Nations Education.
21, Seientific and Cuitural Organization, which aims to
become the arhiter of “responsible” communication,
that American journalism veluss s freedorm from offi
Cial serutin and control more thanit values Unesco, or
eventhe United Nations,

The reports from Belgrade, where Unesco's 150 na-
tions have been meeting for weeks, Susgest that dem-
cratic delegates have been outmancuvered again, A
majority of U.N. nations, pleading poverty, weakness
and dependence on the media of the industrial West, s
moving Unesco to define the meaning of “balance” in
international news and to create a buresucracy to help
imposeit, |

The project has beex stoutly rpsisted only by
Ameticans, Britons and West Germans, Meanwhile
Unesco's bureaucracy has become eager to manage
the communications “order.” What fun: to sit on fi
cense boards that certfy journaiists with “safe.con-
Guct" passes and require them, by george, to be “bal-
anced" in politicai reporting, clearly opposed to rac-
fsmand wa:_# “fair” to national liberation move.
ments fike the P.L.0,

Thest are the stated goals of the thought-control-
rs, And there are Western diplomats who still want to
humor them, perhags to avoid conflict over technical
issues like international radio frequencies, After Unes-
¢0's meeting two years ago, some argued that the
democracies had cleverly managed to obfuscate, Now,

. Some say, the dread document has been further amend-

ed, and celayed for another two years.

But in return for such triumphs, Unesco has been
empowered to undertake costly studies of how best to
“protect” journalists, and how to go about defining
their ethics and responsibilities, It was also agreed,
over Western protests, to hold a conference in 1983 to
evaluate the Western media's performance — by
Soviet and third-world political standards, And it was
decided that Unesco needs a special office to assist the
propaganda efforts of liberation movements.

Natfons that respect freedom of commurication do
not need any such declarations or protection. Nor is
any definition of press obligations needed by those
Communist and thirdworld regimes that routinely
censor their own media and imit all foreign inquiry,
Sorne of thern lead this campaign merely to lepitimize
the Suppression they practice, Some aim merely to ex.
ploit the understandable resentments of poor socleties
for their own political eads.

Western governments have tried to subvert the
¢ampaign by recagnizing the weakness of communica.
tions in the developing nations, They have agreed t0
help Unesco greatly expand itg technical and educa.
tional assistance, There is idaed much that mature
nations can dotohelp poor societies informthe world of
their needs and progress, and inform thelr own peaple
moreeffectively,

Butall that is a far cry from creating an interna-
tional system of press supervision which private
American media would not accept even from their own
government, The motives of those who clamor the loud:
est forinformation order should be plain toall, Therels
sitaply no way to “negotiate” or “compromise with

them or the meaning of free speech,
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